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F he information contained in the

introductory paragraphs to cach

country entry in this report comes
partly from Médecins Sans Frontiéres own
internal information and partly from
external sources. The main external
sources were The Economist Intelligence
Reports for 1996 and 1997 and back
numbers of the International Herald

Tribune, the Guardian and the Economist.

Note on Statistics

The information presented in the fact
boxes on individual countries in this report
comes mainly from the UNDP - Human
Development Report 1996 and I'Etat du
Monde 1997.

Abbreviations

n.a. =

AIDS —

ICRC =

IDPs =
NGO -

STDs =
TB =
UNHCR =

No information available

Measurement that does not
cover either the entire country

or a whole calendar year

Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome

International Committee of
the Red Cross

Internally Displaced Persons

Non-Governmental
Organisation

Sexually transmitted diseases
Tuberculosis

United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
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THE CHARTER OF
MEDECINS
SANS FRONTIERES

Médecins Sans Frontieres is a private international organisation. Most of its
members are doctors and health workers, but many other support professions
contribute to MSF’s smooth functioning. All of them undertake to honour the

following principles:

»  Médecins Sans Frontieres offers assistance to populations in distress, to
victims of natural or man-made disasters and to victims of armed conflict
without discrimination and irrespective of race, religion, creed of

political affiliation.

» Médecins Sans Frontieres observes strict neutrality and impartiality in the
name of universal medical ethics and the right to humanitarian assistance
and demands full and unhindered freedom in the exercise of its

functions.

»  Médecins Sans Frontieres's volunteers undertake to respect their
professional code of ethics and to maintain complete independence from

all political, economic and religious powers.

»  Asvolunteers, members are aware of the risks and dangers of the missions
they undertake, and have no right to compensation for themselves or
their beneficiaries other than that which Médecins Sans Frontieres is

able to afford them.
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